
January 20, 2011:  Hastings Sends Letter to FAA Urging Lockhart Stadium Lease Extension

(Washington, DC) Today, Congressman Alcee L. Hastings (D-Miramar) sent the following
letter to Administrator J. Randolph Babbitt of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
requesting an extension of the lease of the Lockhart Stadium to the School Board of Broward
County. (Please find below and attached a copy of the letter).

    

    

January 20, 2011

    

Mr. J. Randolph Babbitt
Administrator
Federal Aviation Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
800 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20591

    

Dear Administrator Babbitt:

    

I write to request that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) concur with a two-year lease
extension of Lockhart Stadium, located at Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport, to the School
Board of Broward County.  For the past 25 years, Lockhart Stadium has been home to several
area school teams and a popular venue for community sporting events.  Allowing the School
Board’s current lease to expire on June 30, 2011, will have a detrimental effect on thousands of
students, parents, and residents in my Congressional district and neighboring communities.

    

Lockhart Stadium embodies both the school spirit of the students who play there as well as that
of the Fort Lauderdale community.  Fort Lauderdale, Stranahan, and Dillard High Schools utilize
Lockhart as their home stadium, which makes up a central component of the interscholastic
programs of several Broward County schools.  In fact, Lockhart Stadium is host to many high
school and community sporting events that regularly attract 6,000 spectators per game, as well
as multiple high and middle school soccer events, high school combines, and competitions. 
Furthermore, major high school athletic events such as state playoff football games, the BCAA
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All-Star Football Classic, SOUL Bowl Game, All-Star Soccer Game, and All-Star Flag Football
Game are also played there.

    

As you know, the FAA did not concur with the City of Fort Lauderdale’s May 18, 2010, request
for a five-year lease extension of Lockhart Stadium, citing its plan for future use of the property
including the conversion of the site from parkland to an airport zoning designation.  While I
recognize the FAA’s prerogative to utilize and develop this property, given the considerable
impact that this would have on area schools and the greater community, I respectfully ask that
the City of Fort Lauderdale be granted a two-year lease extension so that it may prepare
together with Executive Airport staff and the School Board of Broward County a plan for the
management of the stadium.

    

In addition, given overextended city budgets and major reductions to education funding during
this difficult economic time, I also ask that the FAA extend the current lease at the current rate. 
The City of Fort Lauderdale, in support of high school sports, has maintained this cooperative
lease arrangement with Lockhart Stadium and its partnership with the School Board over the
years to ensure that students have access to a quality athletic facility.  Unfortunately, previous
efforts to construct new on-campus stadiums at Stranahan and other Broward County high
schools have been cancelled, as the capital construction of athletic facilities has been
significantly reduced.  Lockhart Stadium therefore remains the sole athletic facility providing
access and stability to these schools and the greater community.

    

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  It is my sincere hope that the FAA will continue
to support interscholastic sports and the Fort Lauderdale community by concurring with this
short-term lease extension.  Consequently, I respectfully ask to be kept informed of the overall
progress of this request.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

  

Sincerely,

    Alcee L. Hastings
Member of Congress  

###
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